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CHAPTER XL

ARISTOCRACY*

THE feudal character of the English state*, now that
it is getting obsolete, glares a littlo, in contrast with
the democratic tendencies. The inequality of power
and property shocks republican nerves. Palaces,
halls, villas, walled parks all over England, rival the
splendour of royal scats. Many of the halla* like
Haddon, or Kodleston, are beautiful desolations. The
proprietor never saw them, or never lived in tluun.
Primogeniture built those .sumptuous piles, and, I
suppose, it is the sentiment of every traveller, as it
was mine, 'Twas wall to come ore thtsso wore gona
rrimogonituro is a cardinal rule of English property
and institutions. Laws, customs, manners, the very
persona and faces, affirm it,

The frame of society is arisfurralir, tho taste of
the people is loyal. The estates, names, and manners
of the nobles flatter the fancy of tha people, and con-
ciliate the necessary support* In spJto of broken
faith, stolen charters, and tho devastation of society
by tho profligacy of the court, we take mlm as wo read
for the loyal England and King Chariest ** return to